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allow (as she was strongly pressed to do) a sentence of death
already passed against him by others to take effect.

On arrival in Paris Catherine found a ievolutionary govern-
ment installed theie, which, prompted by the League, was
intriguing with Spain both to seize the King1 and also to maJke
over Boulogne to Philip II m oider to assist the Aimada which
he was preparing for the invasion of England. However, these
plans were eventually foiled, and after a time Henry III was
able to leave Paris in command of an army to attack the
Geimans and expel them from France.

T3ie war continued during the rest of the year 1587, but at
length, in February 1588, a sort of peace was patched up
between Henry III and the Duke of Guise. Paris, howcvei, was
entiiely on the side of the latter, and on the verge of revolu-
tion, the King therefore ordered Guise not to come to the
capital. This order he disobeyed, pietending not to have
understood it, and entered the city on the gih May, being
received in the streets with the usual shouts of "One religion "
The King was urged by those around him to have Guise
assassinated on his leaving the Lou vie, and had determined
on doing so; but at the interview between the King and Guise,
Catherine, suddenly seeing what her son contemplated, took
him aside and spoke to him so forcibly that he allowed Guise
(who on entering the Louvre had wondered if he should leave
the palace alive) to depart unharmed. Three days later Paris
rose in revolt on behalf of Guise and the League; barricades
were quickly erected, cutting off the different quarters of the
royal troops from each other, the Swiss troops were forced to
surrender, and the King, with his wife Louise and his mother,
protected by a very small force, were besieged in the Louvre,
Henry Ill's cause seemed ruined, and Catherine must have
felt that it was chiefly his own fault, through the many follies
he had committed. We are told that as the King, the Queen,
and the Queen Mother sat at dinner on the evening that this
revolution took place, Catherine,''while her son sat unmoved,
silently shed great tears throughout the entire repast,"92 How-